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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. CAPITO). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 9, 2012. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable SHELLEY 
MOORE CAPITO to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We thank You once again that we, 
Your creatures, can come before You 
and ask guidance for the men and 
women of this assembly. 

Send Your spirit of wisdom as they 
enter into a long weekend for con-
stituent visits. May their ears and 
hearts be open to listen to the hopes 
and needs of those whom they rep-
resent. 

Please keep all the Members of this 
Congress and all who work for the peo-
ple’s House in good health, that they 
might faithfully fulfill the great re-
sponsibility given them by the people 
of this great Nation. 

Bless us this day and every day. May 
all that is done here this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LANKFORD) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LANKFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side. 

f 

CALLING ON CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE TO ACT ON TAX RATE 

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam Speaker, 
with less than 3 weeks to go before the 
payroll Social Security tax extension 
expires, it is time for the conference 
committee to make up their mind on 
the way forward and to bring their pro-
posal to the full House and Senate. 
Long secret negotiations are unjusti-
fied. 

The House passed a full-year exten-
sion of the payroll tax deduction, 
major reforms to the unemployment 
insurance, and a 2-year extension to 
the Medicare doc fix 8 weeks ago. Since 
that time, nothing has been done in the 
daylight to resolve this issue. Our 
delay will cause companies all over the 
country to work overtime this month 
to revise their payroll formula. We 
should help the people who create the 
jobs around the country, not give them 
even more consternation. 

Chad Richison, the CEO of Paycom, 
wrote a terrific op-ed in The Hill this 
week. He doesn’t care which tax rate 
we set, but he’s truly frustrated when 
we delay our decisions and then dump 
all the last-minute work on them and 
thousands of other companies around 
the country. 

If we expect American companies to 
pay their taxes on time, we should get 
the tax rate done on time. 

f 

STOCK ACT 
(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HOCHUL. Madam Speaker, just a 
minute ago we heard our chaplain be-
seech us to be open to the hearts and 
minds of the people we represent. That 
is exactly why, today, we need to pass 
the STOCK Act to stop insider trading 
on congressional knowledge. This has 
waited too long, Madam Speaker. 

My colleague from upstate New 
York, LOUISE SLAUGHTER, has led the 
charge for this for 6 years. It is now 
time for us to take action—and not a 
watered-down version. We need to stop 
the insidious practice of insider trad-
ing, giving Members of this body an un-
fair advantage over Americans who 
sent us here to represent them. This 
practice must stop. 

I’m calling on all of my colleagues 
and calling on the leadership to give us 
a bill we can support, put an end to 
this insidious practice, and let us begin 
the long process of restoring the faith 
of the American people in this institu-
tion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GLENBROOK 
SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL ON ITS 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 
(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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